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04-19-1973
Dear Disability Determination Service:

Mr. Fadhl comes in to the Detroit Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. He states that he has difficulties with work-related activities because of pain. He states that he worked as a claims representative for the Social Security Department until approximately two and half years ago when he had a heart attack. Subsequently, he states that he had pain in both of his legs which would make it hard for him to perform his work-related activities which would include ambulation. Currently, he takes strong opioid pain medications. He has a history of diabetes and has received treatments with Dr. Kumar at the Henry Ford Hospital over the past seven years. He has had injections to both eyes and more recently a laser treatment to the right eye. He does not use eye drops. He has not had to have surgery to the eyes in the operating room. He has kidney failure and hypertension.
On examination, the best-corrected visual acuity is 20/40 on each side. This is with a spectacle correction of – 0.75 –1.00 x 085 on the right and –0.75 sphere on the left. The near acuity with an ADD of +2.00 measures 20/40 on each side at 14 inches. The pupils are equally reactive and round. The muscle balance is orthophoric. The extraocular muscle movements are smooth and full. Applanation pressures are 10 on the right and 13 on the left. The slit lamp examination shows mild nuclear sclerosis in each lens with a brunescent core on both sides. There is no rubeosis. The anterior chambers are deep and quiet. The corneas are clear. The fundus examination shows scattered dot-blot hemorrhages on both sides with exudates on the left side. There is fibrosis on the right side with associated scarring. The cup-to-disc ratio is 0.4 on both sides. The eyelids are unremarkable.
Visual field testing utilizing a Humphrey 30-2 threshold test with correction and with poor reliability shows an apparently constricted visual field on both sides. However, there are significant fixation losses on both sides and false-negative errors on the left side. Of note, the test duration is over 20 minutes on each side. Clinically, the visual fields are not constricted.
Assessment:
1. Diabetic retinopathy.
2. Cataracts.
Mr. Fadhl has clinical findings that are consistent with the measured visual acuities. However, he does not show evidence that would support a loss of peripheral vision. Based upon these findings, he should be able to perform the visual tasks required in the work environment. He can read small and moderate size print, distinguish between small objects, use a computer, and avoid hazards in his environment.
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His prognosis is guarded because of the nature of diabetic retinopathy.
Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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